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Abstract:

This research examines the hadith: «Every important matter that is not begun with
praise of God is incomplete(» and its various wordings¢ by collecting and analyzing its
chains of transmission and critically studying their narrators. The research includes four
versions of the hadith: «not begun with praise of God¢» «not begun with the name of
God¢ the Most Gracious¢ the Most Merciful(» and «not opened with the remembrance
of God.» The fourth aspect: with the wording «It is not begun with praise of God and
prayers upon Him»: The research also examined the chains of transmission of these
narrations¢ clarified the conditions of their narrators¢ and revealed their strengths and
weaknesses¢ with a separate study of the mursal (disconnected) version found in al -
Nasa’i. The study showed that the chains of transmission of the hadith are not without
issues¢ and that hadith scholars differed in their assessment of it some deeming it weak
and others acceptablec based on its combined chains of transmission and supporting
evidence. The research concluded that the hadith — despite the weakness of its chains
of transmission — has been accepted by many scholars in the chapter on virtues and
manners¢ and that its meaning is correct and supported by the legal texts that call for
beginning important work with praise and remembrance of God Almighty( because of
the blessing and success in that.

Keywords: Hadith verification¢ chain of transmission study¢ judging the authenticity

of a hadith.
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