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Abstract:

The conflict in Angola during the 1970s was one of the African crises most closely
connected to the international rivalry of the Cold War. The Angolan Civil War emerged
at a critical historical moment that coincided with the collapse of Portuguese colonial
rule in Africa and the intensification of competition among international powers for in-
fluence on the African continent. With Angola declaring its independence on November
11, 1975, the struggle for power had not yet been settled; instead, the country became an
arena in which Angolan, regional, and international interests intersected. Three principal
movements competed for power: the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA), led by Agostinho Neto; the National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (UNITA), led by Jonas Savimbi; and the National Front for the Liberation of
Angola (FNLA), led by Holden Roberto. The conflict soon transcended its domestic
boundaries when the MPLA received support from the Soviet Union and Cuba, while
forces opposed to it received support from the United States, South Africa, and Zaire.

The significance of examining American, Soviet, and Cuban interventions lies in the
fact that Angola was not merely another arena of confrontation between the Eastern and
Western blocs. The conflict had internal roots related to the structure of Angolan society,
the struggle for power following independence, and the competing interests and contra-
dictions among the national liberation movements themselves. Therefore, reducing the
Angolan War to a “proxy war” between Washington and Moscow overlooks an import-
ant dimension of the conflict.

This study seeks to analyze the motives behind the external interventions, compare
the nature of the American, Soviet, and Cuban roles, assess the extent to which Cuba’s
decision - making was independent of the Soviet Union, and evaluate the political and
military consequences of these interventions. The study is based on the hypothesis that

the Angolan conflict was fundamentally an internal struggle for power, but that foreign
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interventions transformed it into one of the most prominent arenas of the Cold War in
Africa. It further argues that Cuban intervention cannot be explained entirely as a mere

implementation of Soviet policy.
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