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Abstract:

This research, entitled “The Position of the Orientalist De Lacy O’Leary on the Phi-
losophy Attributed to Islam: A Critical Analytical Study,” examines De Lacy O’Leary’s
view of the philosophy attributed to Islam as presented in his book Arabic Thought and
Its Place in History. It analyzes his approach to this intellectual heritage and critically
evaluates his judgments in light of a rigorous scholarly methodology.The research aims
to clarify O’Leary’s position on the philosophy attributed to Islam, analyze his concep-
tion of its nature and its relationship to Greek philosophy, and investigate the influence
of his perspective on shaping the Western understanding of Islamic philosophy, while
highlighting elements of fairness and bias in his views. The research adopts a critical
analytical approach by examining and analyzing O’Leary’s writings and comparing them
with the views of specialists in the history of Islamic thought and Islamic philosophy.
The research consists of an introduction, a preliminary section, two main sections, and
a conclusion. The preliminary section examines Orientalist approaches to the philos-
ophy attributed to Islam. The first main section discusses O’Leary’s methodology in
studying this philosophy, focusing on the notion of Greek influence and the concept of
transmission as opposed to originality and innovation. The second main section exam-
ines his view of the nature and characteristics of the philosophy attributed to Islam, as
well as his position on some philosophers associated with Islam, particularly al - Kindi
and Avicenna.The research concludes that O’Leary viewed the philosophy attributed to
Islam primarily as an extension of Greek philosophy, which led him to underestimate
its originality and intellectual independence. It also demonstrates that he overstated the
extent to which many achievements of Islamic civilization could be attributed to external
influences. The research further establishes that the philosophy attributed to Islam was
not merely a transmission of the Greek intellectual heritage; rather, it contributed to its

reformulation and development within an Islamic intellectual framework. The research

VA
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recommends expanding critical studies of Orientalism and highlighting the original and
creative dimensions of Islamic philosophical thought.

Keywords: Position; De Lacy O’Leary; Philosophy Attributed to Islam; Critical An-
alytical Study.
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