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Abstract:

This research examines the impact of scientific journeys (Al - Rihla) on the emergence
and development of Hadith documentation, focusing on the methodology of Al - Khatib
Al - Baghdadi (d. 463 AH) in his book Al - Rihla fi Talab al - Hadith (The Journey in
Pursuit of Prophetic Traditions). The book is considered one of the most vital sources
documenting the phenomenon of scientific travel and highlighting its methodological and
epistemological value.

Adopting a descriptive - analytical approach, the study concludes that Al - Rihla
served as a foundational mechanism in shaping the field of Hadith studies. Furthermore,
it demonstrates that Al - Khatib compiled his material by employing a critical, historical,
and chain - of - transmission (isnad) methodology, establishing his work as a primary
reference in the jurisprudence of transmission (Figh al - Riwaya) and the methodology
of Hadith scholars.

Scientific journeys constituted one of the most prominent civilizational landmarks
in the history of Islamic sciences. They were closely tied to the pursuit of knowledge,
particularly the study of Hadith, becoming a primary pillar in documenting the Pro-
phetic Sunnah, refining its chains of transmission, and distinguishing the authentic
from the weak.

Among the key scholars who emphasized the value of scientific travel was Al - Khatib
Al - Baghdadi (d. 463 AH), whose historical and Hadith - related works are regarded as
foundational references for understanding the methodologies of Hadith scholars.

This research aims to investigate scientific journeys and their impact on documenta-
tion, while analyzing Al - Khatib Al - Baghdadi’s methodology in his book Al - Rihla fi

Talab al - Hadith, demonstrating the critical and historical principles it highlights.
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