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Knowing God’s ruling on a matter was not a matter of whim or chance, but rather
it was based on standards and principles formulated by Islamic scholars and derived
from the Book of God, the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon
him), and the Arabic language in which the Quran was revealed and the Sunnah was
transmitted. Scholars continued to contribute to this field, each offering their insight—
some concise, others comprehensive—categorizing chapters, arranging sections, and
refining issues and definitions.

Scholars, including Imam Ibn al - Subki (d. vV AH), a prominent Shafi’i scholar,
played a pivotal role in serving and developing this science throughout history. The
works on the science of Islamic legal theory (usul al - figh) are too numerous to count.
The book “Tabaqat al - Shafi’iyya al - Kubra” by the eminent Imam Ibn al - Subki is
a monumental work containing several sciences scattered throughout its ten volumes. I

have selected the fundamental principles related to the explicit evidence for rulings.
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