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Abstract:

This study examines the meaning of the term rasd in the Holy Qur’an through an
analytical approach that combines linguistic origin, Qur’anic context, exegetical interpre-
tation, and rhetorical indication, together with its doctrinal and behavioral implications.
The study begins from the observation that the root r - § - d revolves around watching,
readiness, surveillance, anticipation, and taking a suitable position to observe, protect,
prevent, or confront something. In the Qur’an, this semantic field appears in several
contexts, each of which reveals a distinct dimension of the term. In the verse, “Indeed,
your Lord is in watchful observation,” the term indicates divine knowledge, encompass-
ing awareness, and recompense. In Surat al - Jinn, it denotes guarding and preventing
the devils from eavesdropping on the heavenly realm. In the verse, “He sends before
him and behind him guards,” the meaning points to God’s protection of revelation and
His messengers. In Surat al - Tawbah, the word moves toward the meaning of military
vigilance and strategic observation of the polytheists, while in the context of the Mosque
of Harm it refers to plotting, waiting, and preparing a place to harm the believing com-
munity. The importance of this research lies in showing the role of context in directing
Qur’anic meaning and demonstrating that a single lexical item may move among the
meanings of guarding, monitoring, recompense, ambush, and hostile anticipation accord-
ing to its textual setting. The study adopts an analytical method based on interpreting
the relevant verses, clarifying their occasions, lexical meanings, syntactic and rhetorical
aspects, and deriving their main Qur’anic indications.

Keywords: Qur’anic rasd; contextual semantics; angelic guardianship; the unseen;

Surat al - Jinn and al - Tawbah.
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