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Abstract:

This research examines the Iraqi Personal Status Law No. (188) of 1959 as one of
the most significant legislative frameworks regulating family and personal status matters
in Iraq. The study focuses on the permanent principles maintained by the law since its
enactment and the changes introduced to its provisions in response to legislative, social
and jurisprudential developments within Iraqi society.

The research seeks to identify the legislative foundations upon which the Personal
Status Law was established and to examine the legislator’s approach to regulating per-
sonal status matters. Particular attention is given to the mechanism established by the
law for dealing with matters not expressly regulated by legislation, including reference
to Islamic Sharia principles most consistent with the provisions of the law, as well as
judicial practice and Islamic jurisprudence. The study also analyzes the major legislative
amendments introduced to the law over time, including the amendment enacted by Law
No. (1) of 2025, which introduced significant developments concerning the application
of certain personal status rules.

Keywords: Personal Status Law, Law No. 188 of 1959, Legislative Constants, Leg-
islative Changes, Iraqi Family, Islamic Sharia, Legal Amendments, Marriage, Divorce,

Custody, Inheritance.
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