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Abstract:

This study examines the juristic (figh) rulings derived from the narrations of the
eminent Successor (tabi 1) Hittan ibn "Abd Allah al - Raqashi of Basra. Although few
in number, his narrations underlie several major practical questions disputed among the
jurists of the regional schools. The study first employs the inductive method to collect
Hittan’s figh - related narrations, verify their transmission (takhrij), grade them, and
establish his audition (sama") from his teachers; it then applies the comparative - analyt-
ical method to the four questions arising from them: the recitation of the follower behind
the imam, preceding the imam in prayer, the preferred form of the tashahhud, and the
banishment of the unmarried fornicator and who is subject to it. Each question follows a
fixed method: framing the issue, defining the point of dispute, documenting the schools’
positions from their primary sources with evidence, takhrij, and critical discussion, then
a reasoned preponderance (tarjih), together with the governing usill problem and the
effect of Hittan’s narration. The study concludes that his narrations constitute pivotal
texts in these questions and that, in several places, reconciliation of the texts (al - jam")
is preferable to bare preponderance.

Keywords: Hittan al - Raqashi; derived juristic rulings; follower’s recitation; pre-

ceding the imam; banishment of the fornicator..
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