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Abstract:

This study examines selected examples of errors committed by reliable narrators
in their transmissions from Imam al - Layth ibn Sa‘d (d. 175 AH). It does so by col-
lecting variant narrations, comparing them, and identifying the preserved versions in
light of the judgments of leading hadith critics and specialists in hidden defects (‘ilal).
The study reveals that these errors took various forms, including omissions in chains
of transmission, changes in narrators’ names, and variations in textual wording. It
concludes that such errors do not undermine a narrator’s reliability, but rather reflect
differences in precision and retention among narrators. The study also highlights the
importance of identifying the ranks of al - Layth’s students in distinguishing authentic
narrations from erroneous ones.

Keywords: al - Layth ibn Sa‘d, Reliable Narrators’ Errors, Hadith Defects (‘Ilal),

Hadith Criticism.
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