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Abstract:

This research addresses the representations of the love - hate duality in the novel
«Black Suits You» by Ahlam Mosteghanemi, by employing an integrative approach that
combines semiotic, psychoanalytic, and narrative analyses, to uncover the deep structures
that shape this duality within the novel. The study focused on deconstructing the linguis-
tic, symbolic, and spatial signs that express the fluctuations of desire between attachment
and separation, analyzing the emotional dynamics of the characters, including their in-
ternal conflict between desire and dignity, and attraction and repulsion. It also examined
the effect of the narrative structure in terms of plot, space, and time on constructing
psychological tensions and representing them narratively.

The significance of this research stems from its provision of a multi - level analytical
reading of the narrative text, illuminating the aesthetic and existential vision adopted by
the writer regarding emotional relationships and the concept of female identity in the
Arab context. It also contributes to enriching Arab literary criticism through an analytical
model that combines semiotics and psychoanalysis, providing tools for a deeper under-
standing of how emotional discourse functions in contemporary Arab novels, especially
in the presence of a writer who practices narrative art as an extension of her emotional
experience and her vision of the self and the other.

Keywords: Semiotics of the self - Love and hate - Black suits you - Ahlem Mo-

steghanemi - Semiotic analysis - Psychoanalysis.
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