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Abstract:

This research addresses an important principle of jurisprudence among
the Hanafis, namely, “The absolute refers to the complete.” Jurists of the
school have established that when an absolute term appears in legal texts
or in figh rulings, it is interpreted to mean its most complete and perfect
individual, unless there is evidence to specify or restrict it. The research
demonstrates the jurisprudential basis of this principle, its evidence from
the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and reason, while explaining how it distinguishes
the Hanafis from other schools. It also examines the most important juris-
prudential applications of this principle in worship, transactions, personal
status, and punishments, such as matters of purity, prayer, sale, marriage,
divorce, and others. The research concludes that the Hanafis’ reliance on
this principle reflects their approach to prioritizing perfection in the applica-
tion of rulings, in order to achieve the objectives of the Shari’a and protect

the interests of those obligated to perform their duties.

Keywords: absolute, complete, figh principles, Hanafi jurisprudence, figh

application, figh principles, generality and absoluteness.
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