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Abstract:

The ancient Babylonian religion holds a central position in the study of the history of
religions and civilizations, given the cognitive richness provided by its cuneiform texts
and material artifacts, which embody the spiritual and emotional system of the people
of Mesopotamia. This study aims to analyze the functional and semantic structure of the
most prominent rituals and practices in this religion, revealing their role in organizing
daily life and formulating the cosmic worldview. The research adopted the descriptive
- analytical method in interpreting religious, mythical texts and artifacts, employing an
anthropological perspective to understand the interaction between the sacred and society.
The study concluded by classifying Babylonian rituals into three main patterns: daily
(such as purification and offering sacrifices), periodic ones linked to cosmic festivals
(such as the Akitu festival and the Sacred Marriage rite), and occasional rituals (such
as construction and funerary rites). The results revealed that these practices formed an
integrated symbolic system that successfully fused the individual and society with the
metaphysical forces, representing practical answers to existential fears and acting as a
mediator for managing the relationship with the divine world through a well - defined
priesthood. The research concludes that Babylonian rituals were not merely formal rites
but a unifying language that contributed to building an exceptional civilizational identity

that left its mark on the heritage of the ancient Near East.

Keywords: Babylonian Religion, Religious Rituals, Akitu Festival, Analytical Meth-
od, Religious Anthropology, Ziggurat.
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