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Abstract:

This study examines the modern phenomenon of non - madhhabism, which calls for
abandoning adherence to the four established Sunni schools of law or disregarding the
well - founded principles of legal verdicts developed within them. The research aims to
clarify the true nature of this phenomenon, define its core concepts, and distinguish be-
tween legitimate ijtihad and unrestrained legal eclecticism.

The study begins by defining the key terms of the title—madhhab adherence, non -
madhhabism, leaving one’s madhhab, and the methodological rules of issuing fatwa. It
then outlines the scholarly ruling on abandoning the four madhahib, demonstrating that
adherence to a school is an established scholarly method. It further explains that laymen
and non - qualified students of knowledge are not permitted to forsake madhhab - based
methodology or violate the rules of fatwa, as this leads to inconsistency and weak legal
reasoning. Only a fully qualified mujtahid may depart from madhhab positions, and even
then within recognized scholarly limits.

The research also explores the historical rise of non - madhhabism in the late centuries
and highlights its role in generating contemporary legal chaos, the spread of anomalous
opinions, and the emergence of unregulated fatwa practices driven by personal inclina-
tion or superficial engagement with the texts. Additionally, it addresses the impact of
non - madhhabism on doctrinal thought, noting how the abandonment of classical frame-
works has contributed to conceptual confusion and misinterpretation of scriptural texts.

The study concludes that the madhahib are not mere personal opinions but structured
scholarly traditions that safeguard the integrity of Islamic law. Unrestricted non - madh-
habism undermines the methodology of sound legal reasoning and opens the door to
confusion in both jurisprudence and creed. The findings emphasize the need to uphold
disciplined madhhab adherence while supporting qualified scholarly ijtihad and contem-

porary collective jurisprudence.
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