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Research Summary:

This research examines contemporary interpretation of the Holy Quran as a scholarly
approach that seeks to understand the Quranic text in light of the intellectual and so-
cial transformations witnessed in the contemporary world. The research begins with the
fundamental premise that while the Holy Quran is a fixed text in its wording, its under-
standing and interpretation remain a constantly evolving field of scholarly interpretation,
allowing it to keep pace with the changes in human life and answer humanity’s questions
across different eras.The research aims to establish the foundations of the concept of
contemporary interpretation and clarify its boundaries and parameters by returning to the
linguistic and technical definitions of interpretation, tracing the origins and development
of the science of interpretation throughout history, and culminating in the emergence of
contemporary interpretive trends that arose within the context of modern civilizational
and intellectual transformations. These transformations were accompanied by interaction
with Western civilization and the rise of intellectual and cultural challenges such as glo-
balization, Islamophobia, and issues of human rights and multiculturalism.

The research also presents the methodological characteristics of contemporary inter-
pretations, most notably the purposive interpretation, the social interpretation, and the
scientific interpretation, in addition to employing modern humanities in understanding
the Qur’anic text. It emphasizes the necessity of adhering to the scientific principles of
interpretation, such as respecting the meaning of the text, considering the context, and
not contradicting established Islamic legal principles.

On the practical side, the research demonstrates the impact of contemporary inter-
pretation and its role in addressing contemporary issues, such as religious and cultural
pluralism, religious freedom, human rights, and social justice. It also highlights its role
in correcting stereotypical images of Islam and countering Islamophobic rhetoric by

showcasing the overarching Qur’anic values based on justice, mercy, and coexistence.
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The research concludes that contemporary interpretation represents a scholarly attempt
to renew the understanding of the Qur’anic text without compromising its fundamental
principles. This is achieved by activating its overarching objectives and connecting it to
the reality of contemporary humanity, thus contributing to highlighting the universality

of Islam and its suitability for all times and places.
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