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Abstract:

This study aims to study the explanatory and directive structures in the Virgin’s Epis-
tle, as a rhetorical phenomenon based on the semantic connection between the act of
directing and its cause. These structures constituted a major component in the text of the
Epistle, which represented one of the heritage texts concerned with education and estab-
lishing the rules of the craft of writing. It combined the effectiveness of directing with
the power of influence through the mechanisms and organizing means it contained, which
supported the directive discourse and gave it a high persuasive power. These structures
were organized according to a coherent structural pattern, whose patterns varied accord-
ing to the requirements of the context, and were an effective tool in achieving the guiding
and educational objectives. This highlights the importance of the directive discourse in
the Virgin’s Epistle as a guiding and educational discourse based on persuasion.

Keywords: The Virgin Epistle, of Directive and Explanatory Structures, directive

Discourse.
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