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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of the Prophetic Sunnah on establishing the five ma-
jor legal maxims and clarifies their close relationship with acts of worship. It aims to
highlight the foundational role of the Sunnah, through the concise and comprehensive
sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), in the formation of these uni-
versal principles that regulate juristic rulings and guide legal reasoning and application.

The research adopts an analytical and inductive methodology, addressing the core
concepts of the Sunnah and legal maxims, while affirming the authority of the Sunnah
as divine revelation and an independent source of Islamic legislation. It further analyzes
the five major legal maxims—acts are judged by intentions, certainty is not overruled
by doubt, harm must be eliminated, hardship begets facilitation, and custom is authorita-
tive—by examining their Prophetic foundations, applications in acts of worship, and the
governing constraints that prevent misapplication.

The study concludes that the Prophetic Sunnah constitutes the primary source for
most major legal maxims and that these maxims play a vital role in regulating worship
and alleviating hardship while preserving the objectives of Islamic law. It ultimately
demonstrates that legal maxims serve as a methodological bridge between Prophetic
texts and practical realities, reflecting the flexibility and comprehensiveness of Islamic
jurisprudence.

Keywords: Prophetic Sunnah, Legal Maxims, Acts of Worship, Objectives of Sharia,

Islamic Jurisprudence.
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