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Introduction:

The Iranian - Iraqi relationships are among the most prominent in the region and have
been a key factor shaping regional interactions for decades and since this relationship had
undergone numerous phases, ranging from cooperation to conflict, culminating in a peri-
od of relative stability following the 2003 US - led invasion of Iraq. Both countries have
strived to build cooperative ties and strengthen their bonds, aiming to establish a strate-
gic partnership through which they would work to overcome differences and focus on
consolidating relationships at all levels. However, events and the nature of international
and regional interactions affect, in one way or another, the nature of that relationship be-
tween the two countries. Consider, for example, the potential Israeli war on Iran in 2025,
the escalating sanctions against Iran, the heightened regional and international tensions
in the region, the intensification of conflicts in various locations, and the expansion of
the conflict to include Gaza, Iran, and Lebanon. All these factors have raised questions
about the nature of relationships between Iran and Iraq with the continued pressure by
the United States on Iran to completely end its nuclear program, especially given Iran’s
view of Iraq as a vital strategic outlet under the regional and international blockade and

the escalating severity of the sanctions imposed on it.

Keywords: Regional Security, Iraqi — Iranian relationships, war, Consequences of

2025 war, Israel.
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(2) Saleem Farhan Jathoom, Iran’s Foreign policy toward Iraq post 2003, International Journal of Sociology and

political science, Issue 2, 2024, p31.
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(1) Cilja Harders and Matteo Legrenzi, Beyond Regionalism regional cooperation, regionalism and regionaliza-
tion in Middle East, Ashgate Publishing company, USA, 2008, p 77.
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(3) Jyotsana Mahor, Sectarianism and ethnic conflict in Iraq: Iran & Iraq Relation post 2003, International Jour-
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Conclusion:

The Israeli war on Iran is a significant contemporary development that has impacted
the shape of regional interactions and balances, and has affected, in one way or anoth-
er, the nature of regional and international relations. This war was part of a series of
fierce wars waged by Israel against its main enemies in the region, whom it considers
its primary threats. These enemies include Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in the Gaza
Strip, and most recently, the Iranian political system and its nuclear program. The Irani-
an nuclear program represents the greatest danger that Iran has feared, especially since
it is possessed by a regional neighbor hostile to Israel’s existence. Among the regional
relationships that will be affected by this war and its repercussions are Iranian - Iraqi
relationships, especially these relationships have been based on cooperation and mutual
support for decades, and as a result, Iran has become an important ally of successive
Iraqi governments. However, these relationships are significantly affected by the nature
of regional and international interactions and the series of international and regional
sanctions imposed on Iran, which Iraq is striving to avoid, especially since the latter
seeks to move to a new phase based on construction and development as an approach
for Iraqi governments, after Iraq has managed to overcome many security and political
problems and being affected by those sanctions may add new challenges to his burden
that he is not in need for. Therefore, this war and its future repercussions will contribute
to shaping a new form of regional and international relationships, especially with regard

to the Iranian side.
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Findings:

1. Iranian - Iraqi relations were one of the important relationships that emerged and
were greatly strengthened after 2003, and which affected the regional equations in the
region.

2. These relationships are complex and influenced by a number of variables, most
notably Iran’s international standing and the nuclear program issue, which has subjected
Iran to a series of international sanctions for decades, sanctions that also affect any coun-
try or group cooperating with Iran.

3. For many years, Iraq has been an important outlet for Iran and a strategic partner,
especially with regard to the economic aspect and reducing the international and regional
pressures imposed on it. Therefore, Iran has always sought to maintain that relationship.

4. The Israeli war on Iran represented one of the fundamental changes that altered the
regional equations and relationships in the region, especially since this war was the op-
portune moment that Israel had been waiting for to eliminate the nuclear program, which
represents the most prominent threat to it in the region.

Recommendations:

1. Working towards keeping Iraq, as much as possible, outside the direct negative
impact of the consequences of regional wars that the region may witness, and to preserve
the security and political gains it has achieved after years of political and security insta-
bility.

2. Working to strengthen Iraq’s diplomatic relationships at the regional and interna-
tional levels, in a way that supports foreign policy and establishes constructive relations
at all levels, which enhances Iraq’s political positions in light of changing regional de-
velopments.

3. Strengthening the unity and sovereignty of Iraqi territory and preventing the use of

its airspace or land to achieve the interests or goals of any of the conflicting parties in its
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regional environment, and in a way that drags the country into conflicts that do not serve

its interests and objectives.
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