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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the choices and preferences of both Imam al - Tabari
and Ibn Ashur from the beginning of Surah Al - Kahf to verse 9, through a comparative
analysis. The research begins with a brief overview of their personal and scholarly lives.
By reviewing their interpretations of the studied verses, the results show that Imam al
- Tabari tends toward the traditional, narrational school, whereas Imam Ibn Ashur rep-
resents the reformist, ijtihad - based school. Both, however, strived to serve the Qur’anic

text and to clarify its miraculous nature and guidance for humanity.

Keywords: Tafsir, Al - Tabari, Ibn Ashur, preferential interpretations, Surah Al -

Kahf, virtues, arrogance.
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