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Abstract:

This study examines the pragmatics of crisis - laden media terminology in Iraqi and
Kurdistani media discourse following the 2017 Kurdistan independence referendum held
on 25 September 2017. The referendum is treated as a pivotal political event that intensi-
fied political and media polarization in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region. The study aims to
identify how media terms related to the referendum were circulated in media discourse,
to analyze their pragmatic and political connotations, and to explore the extent to which
these terms were linked to competing media agendas during that period.

The study is grounded in a theoretical framework that combines Agenda - Setting
Theory, developed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw, with the concept of Media
Polarization, in order to explain the relationship between the circulation of media ter-
minology and the construction of media agendas within a context of political conflict.
Methodologically, the study employs content analysis alongside media discourse analysis
within a pragmatic approach. A sample of news content and political programs from
several Iraqi and Kurdistani media outlets produced during the period following the ref-
erendum was analyzed.

The analysis focused on identifying the most frequently used terms in media coverage
of the referendum, examining the contexts in which these terms were employed, and
analyzing their discursive implications. It also compared patterns of terminology usage
across different media outlets. The findings reveal a clear divergence in the circulation
of media terminology between Iraqi and Kurdistani media, as each side adopted a dis-
tinct set of terms reflecting its political orientation and media agenda. The results further
demonstrate that the use of such terminology was not merely neutral or descriptive; rath-
er, it formed part of the process of constructing media agendas and reinforcing discursive
polarization within the media sphere.

The study concludes that media terminology in contexts of political conflict func-
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tions as a powerful pragmatic tool that shapes the political meaning of events and
guides public perception of them. Accordingly, analyzing the circulation of media
terms contributes to a deeper understanding of the dynamics of media polarization
and the role of media language in reproducing political divisions within the Iraqi and

Kurdistani public sphere.

Keywords: Pragmatics of Media Terminology, Kurdistan Independence Referendum

2017, Media Agenda - Setting, Media Polarization, Political Media Discourse.
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