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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the current state of collective ijtihad (jurisprudential delib-
eration) by analyzing the decisions of contemporary fatwa councils in Iraq, Jordan, and
Egypt. It draws upon selected cases of contemporary jurisprudential issues (Nawazil) to
assess the effectiveness of these institutions in issuing fatwas grounded in the principles
and objectives (Magqasid) of Islamic law. The research adopts both a descriptive - analyt-
ical method and a comparative approach, relying on official fatwa council decisions and
established jurisprudential sources. The findings indicate that collective ijtihad is signifi-
cantly more effective than individual ijtihad in addressing contemporary challenges, due
to its multidisciplinary nature and the diversity of scholarly expertise it encompasses.
The study also reveals notable structural differences among the councils: Egypt’s fatwa
institution benefits from institutional stability; Iraq’s council faces political challenges;
while Jordan’s operates with a flexible and dynamic system. The results further show
variation in the depth of juristic reasoning and methodological rigor across the councils’
fatwas. Additionally, there is a noticeable gap in public dissemination and awareness of
these rulings, underscoring the need to enhance the institutional mechanisms of collective

ijtihad to effectively address the complexities of modern life.

Keywords: Collective Ijtihad, Contemporary Jurisprudential Issues.
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