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Abstract:

The concepts of the original position, social contract, liberalism, democracy, commit-
ment, and rights are essential political notions in shaping the theory of justice as fairness
developed by the American thinker John Rawls. Rawls drew upon the intellectual legacy
of the social contract theorists — Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau — and infused these
concepts with a moral dimension inspired by Kant, attempting to break away from the
utilitarian tradition. His goal was to reformulate these ideas to address a persistent issue
in contemporary liberal democratic societies: the tension between freedom and justice.

Thus, these theoretical formulations of the core concepts were reemployed in a novel
way to construct a theory that could benefit Western societies. This reinvigoration re-
stored the relevance and efficacy of normative theory, which had long been eclipsed by
utilitarianism and positivism. Understanding these concepts in their original form and
then studying them through the lens of the American philosopher John Rawls, is crucial
for grasping the contemporary formulation of the theory of justice.

The notions of the original position under the veil of ignorance and the social contract
contributed to establishing the theoretical foundations of justice. These foundations, in
turn, helped shape a new formulation of liberalism and the construction of a legitimate
constitutional democratic model based on the concepts of commitment and rights. This
was aimed at establishing justice and achieving peace and stability in contemporary

Western societies.

Keywords: original position, social contract, liberalism, democracy, rights.
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