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Abstract:

This study, entitled “Assimilation as a Derivative of Weakening: A Study of the
Rationale for Classifying Geminate Verbs with Weak Verbs,” examines the morphologi-
cal—linguistic relationship between assimilation (idghm) and weakening (i‘lal). It ex-
plains why morphologists classify geminate verbs with weak verbs, excluding them from
the category of sound forms. The study consists of an introduction, three main sections,
and a conclusion.

The first section defines assimilation linguistically and technically, clarifies its phonet-
ic and morphological functions, and presents its types as established by morphologists.
The second section discusses weakening, detailing its three types: weakening by substi-
tution, weakening by transference, and weakening by deletion. The third section exam-
ines the derivation of assimilation from weakening, explaining the basis for classifying
geminate forms with weak forms and the methodological reasoning behind considering
geminate forms as derivatives of weak forms.

The study draws on major morphological sources, including Al - Kitab (Sibawayh),
Sharh Shafiyat Ibn al - Hajib (al - Radl), and Al - Mumti® fT al - TasrIf (Ibn ‘Asfiir).
Challenges included tracing clear instances of this derivation and differentiating assimi-
lation from gemination, which often overlap in the literature.

The study concludes by clarifying the link between weakening and assimilation, ex-
plaining the morphologists’ classification of geminate forms with weak forms and their
scientific methodology. This effort compiles dispersed views on the topic, seeking to be

beneficial for scholarly purposes.

Keywords: assimilation, weakening, geminate, weak forms, phonetic simplification,

morphology.
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