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Abstract:

Imam Ibn Kathir is considered one of the most prominent exegetes of the Qur’an,
and he adopted a distinctive methodology in presenting Qur’anic narratives. This study
discusses Ibn Kathir’s approach to Qur’anic stories, focusing on how he relied on the
Qur’an itself, the Sunnah of the Prophet, and the statements of the Companions and their
successors in his interpretation.

The research, entitled Ibn Kathir’s Methodology in Presenting Qur’anic Narratives,
consists of an introduction, two chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter examines
the meaning, types, benefits, objectives, and purposes of Qur’anic narratives, and is di-
vided into three sections: - The linguistic and terminological meaning of Qur’anic narra-
tives and their types. - The benefits and objectives of Qur’anic narratives. - The purposes
of Qur’anic narratives.

The second chapter explores Ibn Kathir and his methodology in presenting Qur’anic
stories, and is divided into two sections: - A biographical overview of Ibn Kathir. - His
methodology in presenting Qur’anic narratives.

The conclusion outlines the main findings of the study, which indicate that Ibn Kathir
followed a unique approach in his interpretation of Qur’anic stories. His methodology
can be summarized as follows:

« Interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an: Ibn Kathir begins by explaining verses
through related passages from the Qur’an itself, as he believed the Qur’an clarifies itself.

« Using the Prophetic Sunnah: When an explanation cannot be found in the Qur’an,
Ibn Kathir turns to the Sunnah, regarding it as an authoritative clarification of the Qur’an.

+ Referring to the statements of the Companions and Successors: In the absence of
evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah, he relies on the interpretations of early scholars
such as Mujahid ibn Jabr, Sa‘id ibn Jubayr, and ‘Ikrimah, the disciple of Ibn ‘Abbas.

» Emphasis on Hadith: Ibn Kathir places great importance on the use of authentic
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Hadith, often citing them with their full chains of transmission.

» Engaging in legal discussions: He frequently incorporates juristic debates, present-
ing the opinions of scholars and their evidence when interpreting verses of rulings.

« His stance on Isra’iliyyat (Judaic and Biblical reports): Ibn Kathir generally re-
jects Isra’iliyyat, considering them insignificant when they lack relevance to religion

or worldly matters.
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