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Abstract:

In Islamic Sharia, the term “non-Muslims” refers to all those who have not entered
the religion of Islam. This encompasses multiple sects and religions that differ in their
beliefs, ideas, and positions toward Islam. Islamic Sharia has paid considerable atten-
tion to clarifying the conditions of non-Muslims, both in terms of belief and in terms
of interaction and treatment, in accordance with the principles of justice and mercy that
Islam brought forth, while maintaining the constants of faith and the distinctiveness of
the Ummabh.

Islamic jurists have classified “non-Muslims” into several categories based on their
religions and positions toward Islam. Among the most prominent of these categories are:
the People of the Book, who are Jews and Christians, and specific rulings have been men-
tioned regarding them; the polytheists, who are those who worship other than Allah Al-
mighty, including idols and false deities; the Zoroastrians, who are people who worship
fire and have been included with the People of the Book in some rulings; the apostates,
who are those who entered Islam and then apostatized from it; and the atheists, who are
those who do not believe in the existence of the Creator and do not follow any religion.

This research aims to study this subject and clarify its impact on legitimate dealings
with non-Muslims in terms of jurisprudential rulings and social relations according to
the objectives of Sharia that combine preserving religion and achieving justice on earth.

We have divided this research into two main sections: The first section: Categories
of non-Muslims in terms of belief; The second section: Categories of non-Muslims in

terms of their relationship with the Islamic state.

Keywords: Polytheists - People of the Book - Jews - Christians - Zoroastrians - Dhim-

mis - Musta’mins - Mu’ahads - Harbis.
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