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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of Messianism in Jewish religious thought, exam-
ining its doctrinal roots and intellectual developments. It highlights its role in shaping
Zionist identity and its relationship to the establishment of the alleged State of Israel.
The study begins by examining biblical and prophetic texts, particularly the books of
the prophets Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel, to uncover prophecies related to the awaited
Messiah. It then examines the interpretations contained in the Talmud and Midrash that
contributed to the consolidation of the Messianic idea in Jewish religious consciousness.
The study also highlights how this doctrine was transformed from a religious, salvific
concept into a political project invested in constructing Zionist identity, justifying the oc-
cupation, and establishing the Jewish state on ideologically based religious foundations.
It demonstrates that the overlap between Messianic doctrine and the Zionist project led
to the emergence of contradictions within Israeli society between religious and secular
movements, which were reflected in the state’s structure, laws, and political discourse.
The study concludes that Messianism constituted the intellectual and spiritual foundation
that fueled Zionist ambitions and contributed to conferring religious legitimacy on its
political objectives. It also recommends expanding critical comparative studies on Mes-
sianic thought and its political application, to uncover its intellectual and cultural dangers

in contemporary religious and political contexts.

Keywords: Messianism - Judaism.
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