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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of the principle of Sadd al - Dhar@’i* (Blocking the
Means) on preserving the objectives of acts of worship through an applied study of the
rulings of Hajj. As one of the greatest pillars of Islam, Hajj encompasses a comprehen-
sive set of legal rulings and regulations intended to realize benefits and prevent harm.
The study aims to demonstrate the role of the principle of Blocking the Means in safe-
guarding the objectives of Islamic law, particularly in relation to the conditions of Hajj,
its prohibitions, and its invalidators. It further highlights that many of these rulings were
legislated not only for their intrinsic purposes but also to prevent means that may under-
mine the objectives of the pilgrimage or cause harm to pilgrims. The research adopts the
inductive method by examining the relevant Qur’anic texts, Prophetic traditions, and the
opinions of jurists and legal theorists concerning the principle of Blocking the Means and
the rulings of Hajj. It also employs the analytical method to investigate the juristic appli-
cations of this principle and clarify their relationship with the objectives of Islamic law.
In addition, the comparative method is utilized when presenting and evaluating the opin-
ions of the various schools of Islamic jurisprudence. The study concludes that the prin-
ciple of Sadd al - Dhar@’i constitutes one of the fundamental principles of Islamic legal
theory that significantly contributes to preserving the objectives of Islamic law in the
sphere of worship. Its applications in Hajj are reflected in the requirement of legal capa-
bility (istifa ‘ah), the consideration of travel safety, the juristic discussion concerning the
requirement of a mahram for women, adherence to the designated pilgrimage boundaries
(mawaqit), the prohibition of sexual intercourse and its preliminaries, the restrictions
of iiram, as well as contemporary regulations governing Hajj, such as permit systems,
crowd management, and public health measures. All of these applications ultimately
serve the higher objectives of preserving religion, protecting human life, safeguarding the

integrity of worship, and ensuring the safety and security of pilgrims. The study recom-
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mends expanding applied research that integrates the principles of Islamic legal theory
with the objectives of Islamic law in addressing contemporary issues, particularly in the
field of acts of worship, as this approach demonstrates the flexibility of Islamic law and
its capacity to respond effectively to emerging challenges while remaining faithful to its
foundational principles. Keywords: Sadd al - Dhara’i’, Blocking the Means, Objectives
of Islamic Law, Objectives of Worship, Hajj, Conditions of Hajj, Invalidators of Hajj,

Restrictions of Thram, Islamic Legal Theory.
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