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Abstract:

Christianity is considered one of the most prominent monotheistic religions that
emerged within the religious and cultural framework of Judaism. It originated in Pal-
estine during the first century CE and was initially regarded as a reformist movement
within Judaism before gradually developing into an independent religion with a distinct
theological identity. The connection between early Christianity and Judaism was not
merely temporal or geographical; rather, it was a structural relationship rooted in deep
intellectual and spiritual foundations. Christianity drew heavily on fundamental Jewish
traditions and concepts, which it subsequently reinterpreted, expanded, and reshaped in
light of the belief in Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and the Son of God—according to
Christian doctrine.

The concepts of divinity and the Messiah (the Savior) have constituted central pillars
in both Jewish and Christian thought. Despite this shared focus, the theological inter-
pretation of these ideas diverged significantly between the two religions. Judaism main-
tained a strict monotheism, viewing God as a transcendent, indivisible being who cannot
be incarnated. In contrast, Christianity developed the concept of divinity into the doctrine
of the Trinity, where God is understood as one essence in three persons: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Similarly, the idea of the Messiah in Judaism represented a future earthly leader—
descended from David—who would establish peace and restore the kingdom of Israel.
In Christianity, however, this figure was reimagined as a divine redeemer embodied in
Jesus, whose mission was not political liberation, but rather the spiritual salvation of
humanity from original sin.

Interestingly, this theological construct evolved further in some Christian circles, giv-
ing rise to movements that reinterpreted the role of the Messiah in a manner closer to the

Jewish concept. This is evident in certain branches of Protestantism, as well as in Chris-
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tian Zionism, where belief in a future restoration of Israel and emphasis on messianic

prophecy reflects a partial return to Jewish eschatological themes.
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