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Abstract:

This study examines the vocabulary of mercy in the Holy Qur’an through a semantic
and analytical approach, drawing on the theory of synonymy and the methodology of
modern semantics. It aims to identify the lexical items belonging to the semantic field
of mercy and analyze their meanings, semantic nuances, and contextual distinctions
across various Qur’anic contexts. The study adopts a descriptive - analytical method
based on surveying the Qur’anic text, collecting and classifying relevant verses, and
analyzing their semantic implications in light of the views of linguists and Qur’ anic
exegetes, while employing modern semantic tools, particularly the theory of semantic
fields. The study concludes that the vocabulary of mercy in the Holy Qur’an does not
represent absolute synonymy; rather, these terms are semantically related, with each
lexical item carrying distinctive shades of meaning that differentiate it from the others.
It also finds that the triliteral root (R - H - M) is among the most frequently occurring
roots in the Qur’an, appearing in more than 330 instances. Keywords: Mercy, Syn-
onymy, Qur’anic Semantics, Semantic Field, Al - Rahman, Al - Rahim, Compassion

(Ra’fah), Tenderness (Handn).
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