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Abstract:

This research examines “Al-‘Aniya” in Gulf custom, a social tradition that consists
of offering money or gifts on joyful occasions, particularly weddings, as a form of assis-
tance and solidarity. In many communities, custom dictates that such contributions are
reciprocated when a similar occasion arises for the giver. The significance of this study
lies in addressing a widespread social practice that has not been examined independently
in Islamic jurisprudence under this specific term, despite its financial, social, and moral
implications. The research problem stems from the absence of a precise juristic charac-
terization of al-‘Aniya within the context of influential Gulf customs, where the debate
centers on whether it is a pure gift, a conditional gift with compensation, or akin to a
loan, with subsequent effects on ownership and the obligation of return. The study aims
to define al-‘Aniya and its forms, analyze it in light of Islamic legal principles and cus-
tomary practice, and propose regulations that preserve its original purpose of solidarity
and affection. The methodology employed is inductive, analytical, and comparative,
combining textual evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, and juristic opinions with an ex-
amination of contemporary Gulf custom. The research is structured into three chapters:
the role of custom in Islamic transactions, the concept and forms of al-‘Aniya, and its ju-
ristic ruling and legal characterization. The findings indicate that al-*Aniya is originally
a gift, but prevailing custom may transform it into a compensated gift when reciprocation
is socially binding. Ownership is determined either for the host of the event or the party
obliged to reciprocate. The study concludes with a recommendation to regulate al-‘Ani-
ya in a way that prevents it from becoming a burdensome obligation, while maintaining

its role as a means of social solidarity free from ostentation or dispute.

Keywords: Al-‘Aniyah; Gulf Custom; Reciprocal Gift; Nuqiit
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