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Abstract:

There is no doubt that the rhetorical approach is one of the primary facets of Quranic
inimitability (I’jaz). From this premise, the idea of this research emerged to examine
this inimitability within the commentary of Al-Siraj Al-Munir by Al-Khatib Al-Shirbini.
While Al-Shirbini is renowned as a leading Imam of the Shafi’i school of jurisprudence,
a contemplative reading of his Tafsir (interpretation) reveals a significant focus on rhe-
torical study. The importance of this work stems from Al-Shirbini’s status as a brilliant
jurist and mujtahid who was also deeply engaged in the sciences of grammar and rheto-
ric. His Tafsir, being among his final writings, reflects the breadth of his knowledge, the
mastery of his artistic tools, and the maturity of his scholarly choices.

Research Questions:

The study seeks to address the extent of his interest in rhetorical study and to uncover
the rhetorical secrets and aesthetic nuances produced by his intellect, which demonstrate
his eloquence and linguistic leadership.

Objectives and Methodology:

The research aims to highlight the significance of his Tafsir, his specific methodology,
and the key rhetorical issues he addressed—an area that constitutes a qualitative addition,
as it has not been comprehensively or precisely explored before. The study employs a
descriptive approach by tracing rhetorical issues within the text, followed by an analyti-

cal approach to interpret and evaluate his views.

Key Findings:

- His style is closely aligned with the “guidance-oriented” (Huda’i) method of inter-
pretation, characterized by conciseness, fluid phrasing, and deep conceptual meaning.

- He masterfully integrates various branches of the Arabic language with ease, thereby

enriching and deepening the understanding of the Quranic verses.
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- The study notes his rejection of the term Saj’ (rthymed prose), preferring the term
Fasilah (comma/rhyme-end), arguing that Saj’ is a characteristic of poetry and the Quran
must be transcended above it.

- A point of critique noted is that he occasionally adapted rhetoric to support his
Ash’ari creed in ways that may contradict textual evidence or contextual indications.

Recommendations:

The researcher recommends abridging this Tafsir following the guidance-oriented
method, given its fluid style and scientific and linguistic richness, to suit the require-
ments of the modern era. Furthermore, the rhetorical issues presented in the work remain
worthy of further specialized study and analysis.

Keywords: Interpretation (Tafsir), Al-Khatib Al-Shirbini, Al-Siraj Al-Munir, Rheto-
ric (Balagha).
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