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The Genesis and Evolution of the Definition of MaqasidAbstract This research ex-
plores the historical origins of the technical definition of Maqasid al - Shari’ah (higher
objectives of Islamic law). It discusses the objective reasons that led early scholars
(Mutagaddimun) to leave it undefined, while also examining the claim that a definition
existed in their books. Furthermore, it outlines the methodologies used by contemporary
scholars (Muta’akhkhirun) to technically define the meaning of Magasid, along with
related objections and responses.

One of the main findings of this research is that early scholars of Islamic jurisprudence
did not provide a comprehensive and restrictive technical definition for Maqasid. The
main reason they did not define them is that they implicitly included Maqasid under the
topic of Qiyas (analogical deduction) when discussing Hikmah (rationale), or under
Masalih Mursalah (unrestrained public interests) when discussing appropriate meanings.

As for why definitions became widespread among contemporary scholars, this is due
to a major shift in the concept of Maqasid. It transitioned from being a partial topic
studied within jurisprudence chapters to an independent science. Today, its reality and
characteristics are clarified, and it is used to formulate legal rulings and address modern
contemporary issues. It is known that a concept must exist in reality (even if abstractly)
before a definition can be formed. Therefore, we do not find a technical definition among
early scholars because the concept of Maqasid differed between them and contemporary
scholars.

Keywords: Definition of Maqasid, Concept of Maqasid, Al - Shatibi and Maqasid, Ibn
Ashur and Magqasid.
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