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Research Summary:

Learning the principles of definitions is essential, as they form the basis of all sci-
entific research. It is extremely important to ensure that these definitions are consistent
with the language and the constants of Islamic doctrine, as the knowledge structure of
any nation—which is a prerequisite for its emergence and continuity— must be based
on that nation’s possession of clear and correct concepts and definitions in all fields of
knowledge of various kinds. A nation without knowledge is like a lost soul in a desert.
What is hoped and expected of a student of fundamentals is that his knowledge should
not be limited to concise texts. Rather, they should seek to broaden their understanding
and unravel the general statements contained therein by reading what has been written in
lengthy sources and references, which clarify and explain the details of every issue ad-
dressed by such texts in general. This is the best way to acquire knowledge and scientific
understanding. They should study the introductions to each field of knowledge they wish
to study and its principles before achieving their goals, with the help of those who have
knowledge and expertise in the field. They should be patient and sincere in their inten-
tions towards God Almighty and seek His help and guidance. Perhaps one of the most
important obstacles to understanding the rules and principles of religion among some of
those engaged in the pursuit of knowledge is the confusion between definitions and terms
and the lack of clarity regarding their true meaning in accordance with language, Sha-
ria, and usage during the time of the Prophet. Take, for example, the concept of bid’ah
(innovation). Bid’ah has a specific meaning in Sharia, and deviation from its correct
meaning has inevitably led to disasters and calamities that have befallen the nation. The
emergence of extremist groups falsely attributed to Islam is nothing but a consequence of
the imbalance of these conceptual understandings of reality. The study of definitions has
always been a subject of interest to scholars because it prepares the minds of students of

knowledge and teaches them to understand the statements of scholars and the methods of
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correctly defining boundaries and knowledge. By examining the emergence of sciences

and the methods of recording them, it becomes clear that these studies originate from.

Keywords: Introductions and preliminary principles, the aims and objectives of sci-

ence, fundamental definitions and related matters.
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