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Research Summary:

This study provides an analytical and exegetical examination of the Qur’anic
verse on theft (Al-Ma’idah 5:38) through an exploration of the major exegetical
trends — traditional (athari), juristic (fighi), and rhetorical-teleological (bayani
magqasidi) — highlighting their convergence in the Islamic philosophy of punish-
ment.

The research aims to analyze the linguistic and rhetorical dimensions of the
verse, uncover the higher objectives (maqasid) behind the hadd of theft within the
framework of “merciful justice,” and demonstrate the verse’s relationship to the
Qur’anic socio-moral order.

Using analytical, comparative, and maqasid-based methodologies, the study in-
tegrates linguistic, contextual, and juristic analyses of classical exegesis with con-
temporary legal reflection.

The findings show that the Verse of Theft presents a holistic Qur’anic model of
social and economic security, balancing deterrence with reform, and linking pun-
ishment to a value-based system that ensures fairness and sufficiency.

The study recommends renewing the interpretive approach to the Qur’anic
hudid in light of higher objectives of Sharia, emphasizing their compatibility with
modern legal systems and human-centered justice.

Keywords: Verse of Theft - Maqasid al-Shari‘ah — Qur’anic Justice - Hadd -
Social Reform — Exegetical Methodology.
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