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Abstract:

This research explores the ruler’s authority in regulating donations through a Sha-
ria-based jurisprudential foundation of the principle of blocking the means (sadd al-
dhar@’i") and the jurisprudential framework of charity (sadaqah). It further examines
the regulatory authority of the ruler and its relationship with the jurisprudence of
maqasid al-shariah (the higher objectives of Islamic law) and the principle of sadd al-
dhara’i’, highlighting contemporary applications of this authority in the organization
of donations.

The importance of this study lies in demonstrating the role of the sadd al-dhard’i" prin-
ciple in safeguarding public interests and protecting wealth from misuse or exploitation,
as well as clarifying the ruler’s legitimate authority in organizing and supervising dona-
tions in a manner that fulfills the Sharia objectives of preserving wealth and preventing
corruption. The study also seeks to strike a balance between the freedom of charitable
giving and the requirements of public regulation.

The central research question concerns the extent of the ruler’s authority in regulating
donations and its relationship with maqasid al-shariah and the principle of blocking the
means. The study aims to define the concept and Sharia-based limits of this authority,
establish its connection with sadd al-dhara’i‘, and analyze its main practical applications
in light of Sharia policy (al-siyasah al-shar‘iyyah).

The research adopts descriptive, analytical, inductive, and deductive methodologies
through collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing relevant scholarly material to derive its
contemporary applications. The study finds that it is permissible to prohibit unlicensed
fundraising to prevent fraud and protect donors’ funds, to temporarily suspend donations
for regulatory purposes without harming the poor, and that regulation must not be used
as a pretext to restrict charitable work.

The study recommends further examination of the role of masalih mursalah (unre-
stricted public interests) in rulings related to the ruler’s authority. It also recommends

¢
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studying the ruler’s authority in matters of worship to delineate the legitimate scope of

state intervention in religious affairs within Sharia boundaries.

Keywords: Regulation of Donations — Sadd al-Dhar@’i ‘— Figh al-Maqasid— Author-
ity of the Ruler
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