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Abstract:

The research begins by defining maintenance (nafaqah) and the woman observing ‘id-
dah linguistically and technically. It then discusses the rulings concerning maintenance
in separations resulting from a valid marriage while the husband is still alive, including
revocable divorce, irrevocable divorce, khul‘, annulment, and li‘an. It also examines
maintenance rulings in cases of separation due to the husband’s death and in irregular
(defective) marriages, distinguishing between pregnant and non - pregnant women in
each case. The study adopts an inductive and comparative methodology by surveying the
opinions of the four Sunni schools of jurisprudence and their evidences from the Qur’an,
Sunnah, consensus (ijma‘), and rational argumentation. These views are analyzed and
evaluated to determine the strongest opinion.

The findings reveal a consensus among jurists regarding the obligation of maintenance
and housing for a woman in a revocable divorce and for a pregnant woman in an irrevo-
cable divorce. However, juristic disagreement exists concerning several other categories,
including a non - pregnant woman in an irrevocable divorce, a woman divorced through
khul‘, a woman whose marriage is annulled, a woman involved in li‘an, a widow ob-
serving ‘iddah, and a woman observing ‘iddah from an irregular marriage. The study
also identifies the principal factors that terminate a woman’s entitlement to maintenance,
such as disobedience (nushiiz), apostasy, imprisonment, the expiration of the waiting
period, and, in certain cases, the husband’s death. The research highlights the compre-
hensiveness of Islamic jurisprudence and its ability to address family - related issues with
precision in a manner that fulfills the objectives of Islamic law by safeguarding rights
and ensuring justice among all parties.

Keywords: Ruling; Maintenance (Nafaqah); Women Observing the Waiting Period
(Mu‘taddat); Disqualifying Factors.
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