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Abstract:

Synonymy is considered one of the linguistic issues that has sparked wide controversy
among linguists, both ancient and modern, due to its profound impact on understanding
the structure and semantics of language. It is seen as a sign of the vastness and richness
of the language, and it is considered one of the distinctive features and greatness of the
Arabic language. Ibn Faris says: “And if one claims that other languages express as
clearly as the Arabic language, this is a mistake; for if we needed to describe the sword
and its characteristics in Persian, we would only be able to do so with a single word,
while in Arabic we mention many attributes for the sword. The same applies to the lion,
the horse, and other things that are referred to with synonymous names. So how can this
be compared with that? And how can other languages match the vastness of the Arabic
language”

And since Arabs may differ in how they view the same object—one Arab may notice
a particular aspect of something and name it accordingly, while another Arab may notice
a different aspect of the same object and give it another name—then the occurrence of
synonymy, with some leniency, is considered acceptable. The diversity of perspectives
and observations, alongside the presence of linguistic competence, leads to the use of
multiple words for the same referent. This results in the emergence of synonymy when
these words become commonly used among native speakers. Moreover, assigning a sin-
gle word to a specific meaning represents a mentally exhausting effort that speakers of

the language can scarcely bear.
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