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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the doctrinal foundations derived from the verses describ-
ing the believers in Strat al - Anfal (2—4) by examining their implications for defining
the true nature of faith and highlighting the fundamental principles of Islamic creed they
contain, which constitute the foundation of the doctrinal methodology of Ahl al - Sunnah
wa al - Jama‘ah. The significance of this study lies in the fact that these verses com-
bine the actions of the heart with the actions of the limbs and establish the relationship
between true faith and its manifestation in conduct and righteous deeds, making them
among the most significant Qur’anic verses concerning the doctrine of faith. The study
adopts the inductive method in collecting the views of Qur’anic exegetes and scholars
of Islamic creed concerning these verses, as well as the analytical method in examining
their doctrinal implications and deriving the principles of faith contained therein. It also
discusses the major theological issues over which Islamic sects have differed and iden-
tifies the preponderant opinion according to the methodology of Ahl al - Sunnah wa al
- Jama‘ah.The study begins with an introductory section defining the verses describing
the believers and explaining their general theme. It is followed by two main sections.
The first examines the doctrinal issues related to the nature of faith, including the effect
of reverence in the hearts, the increase and decrease of faith, and the inclusion of the ac-
tions of the limbs within the concept of faith. The second section addresses the doctrinal
issues related to the actions of the heart and the effects of faith by explaining the reality
of reliance upon Allah, the significance of describing the believers as the true believers,
and the divine promise made to the believers and its implications for the doctrine of faith.
The study concludes that these noble verses establish several fundamental principles of
Islamic creed, foremost among them that faith consists of statement, belief, and action;
that it increases through obedience and decreases through disobedience; that the actions

of the heart are among the greatest branches of faith; and that reliance upon Allah is
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an act of worship that must be devoted to Him alone. The study also confirms that the
true description of faith is attained only through the combination of the actions of the
heart and the limbs, demonstrating the comprehensive doctrinal framework established
by these verses and highlighting the distinctive methodology of Ahl al - Sunnah wa al -
Jama‘ah in understanding the reality of faith and its effects.

Keywords: Doctrinal Foundations; Faith; Characteristics of the Believers; Stirat al -

Anfal.
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