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Research Abstract:

Objectives: This research aims to uncover the critical methodology and stylistic ap-
proaches adopted by Sheikh Muhammad Rashid Rida in his scholarly critiques of Imam
Al - Alusi. It analyzes the fundamental (Usuli) and jurisprudential (Fighi) rules upon
which each exegete based his interpretation, while highlighting the points of convergence
and divergence between the encyclopedic school of exegesis and the modern reformist
school.

Methodology: The study employs a Descriptive, Analytical, and Comparative Ap-
proach by tracing instances of Istidrak (rectification/critique) in Tafsir al - Manar and
comparing them with those in Ruh al - Ma’ani. It further analyzes the arguments and
adjudicates between the two perspectives based on Sharia evidence and fundamental
jurisprudential principles.

Structure: The research is organized into an introduction and three main sections:

- Section I: Scholarly biographies of Al - Alusi and Rashid Rida, and a conceptual
definition of Istidrak linguistically and terminologically.

- Section II: An exploration of the stylistic forms of Istidrak (severity, weighing
evidence, contextual criticism, and supplementation) and its methodological pathways
(narrative, rational, and integrated).

- Section III: An applied study of five issues: washing the feet (in ablution), firearms,
the impurity of polytheists, imitation (Taqlid), and the abrogation of the verse of wills.

Key Findings:

- The critiques reveal Rashid Rida’s desire to liberate exegesis from sectarian imitation
(Taqlid) and to subject opinions to the explicit text and the Quranic context.

- Rida’s language fluctuated between cognitive supplementation and sharp criticism,
occasionally influenced by his political stance toward the Ottoman Empire or his funda-

mentalist (Usuli) school of thought.
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Keywords: Istidrak (Rectification) — Tafsir al - Manar — Ruh al - Ma’ani — Rashid
Rida — Al - Alusi — Jurisprudence and its Principles (Figh and Usul al - Figh).
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