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Abstract

The problems resulting from accepting the source and its authority are one of the frameworks
that influence the validity of the interpretation and explanation of texts. This requires setting
hypotheses that entail achieving a doctrinal goal. There is no doubt that adapting to these hy-
potheses leads us to fall into the cycle of excess and negligence. Because it is not difficult for
assumptions to become axioms of faith that their people will not give up on, and this may be
done in order to achieve social, political, and economic goals. The relationship between work
and faith in the Christian concept has been the subject of widespread controversy. Which led to
conflict between Christian sects through heated debates that led to some accusing other sects of
paganism and polytheism, and the issue of the intercession of the saints was a practical statement
of this dialectic between work and faith. The church tradition - both oral and written - of the
teachings of churchmen played a major role in this controversy. Where the Protestants rejected
it; Because they only obey the texts of the Bible, while the Catholics and Orthodox insisted on it,
and this resulted in exploiting the intercession of the saints in order to attract more followers and
parishioners to the two churches, especially the Catholic Church, which took it as a strategic tool
to confront the Protestants and other non-religious secularists. Therefore, this study sets out to

establish this through analysis and criticism.

Keywords: Intercession - Christianity - Saints - Church - Work - Faith .
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(1) See for more information: Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Reformation: A History (New York, Viking Press, 2003)
p. 557.
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(3) Bernard Ramm, The Pattern of Authority (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1959)p,68.
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