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Research Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of prepositional phrase attachment in Arabic syn-
tax, focusing on its grammatical and semantic functions. It examines how prepositional
and adverbial phrases depend on an explicit or implicit governing element ( ‘dmil) to
complete the meaning of a sentence.

The research is divided into two sections and a conclusion: the first section discusses
attachment linguistically and terminologically, while the second section examines the
types of governing elements in the prepositional phrase and the forms of attachment.

Through analyzing classical and modern grammatical views, the study clarifies that
attachment represents a necessary semantic link between sentence components, ensur-
ing structural and meaningful cohesion. The research concludes that understanding this
phenomenon reveals the precision and depth of Arabic syntax and reflects the linguistic

richness of the Arabic language — the language of the Holy Qur’an.
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