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Abstract:

The study addresses the emergence of philosophical exegesis from its inception and
traces its developmental stages from the pre - Islamic period up to the time of the Qur’an’s
revelation. This topic is considered one of the problematic issues historically shrouded in
ambiguity within philosophical and exegetical literature, where its appearance has often
been linked alternately to the rise of the Mu‘tazila or to al - Kindi. In reality, its emer-
gence is not tied to any specific sect, nation, or philosopher. The significance of the study
lies in its endeavor to uncover the origins of philosophical exegesis in the civilizations
of the ancient East, its evolution alongside the emergence of religions and their sects, its
expansion following the intersection of Judaism and Christianity in the pre - Islamic era,
and its transmission with the Hanif tradition into a new phase at the close of the Jahili-
yyah and the dawn of Islam. The study aims to address the problematic ambiguity sur-
rounding the beginnings of this type of exegesis during these two periods and to correct
prevalent misconceptions that reduced the transfer of authority to the Muslims merely
to force or the sword, without emphasizing the pivotal role of knowledge and wisdom
in this civilizational transformation. Methodologically, the study employs an inductive
approach to trace the facts leading to the inception of philosophical exegesis and analyzes
the Prophetic directives to learn Hebrew and Syriac—the languages of translation and
philosophy of that era. Based on the preceding premises, the study demonstrates that Ibn
Rushd’s claim in his Fasl al - Magqal regarding the precedence of rational analogy after
juridical reasoning does not align with historical facts. On the contrary, rational inquiry
historically predates jurisprudential reasoning, as evidenced by Qur’anic and historical
data indicating that philosophical exegesis emerged centuries before the development of
later intellectual schools.

Keywords: philosophical interpretation, Jahiliyyah, Quranic Revelation, Translation

Movement, Hanifiyya, Authority.
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