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Abstract

This research dealt with an important issue for modernizers, which is the confusion of some
narrators’ titles with the names of other narrators. This can lead people to believe that titles are
names, as Ibn al-Salah mentioned.

For this reason, the study tackled the explanation of the concept of confusion between some
of the titles and the names by examining the definition of each, both in language and technical
terminology. The research also highlighted the commonalities between them, which is the reason
for the failure to distinguish them from each other by the modernizers.

Then, the study highlighted the attention and concern of the modernizers in this aspect. They
followed up and traced this type of overlapping and confusion between some narrators’ titles and
their names. Consequently, in their works and books, they found out who among the modernizers
fell into such confusion and error. They did not distinguish between the titles and the names con-
sidering certain titles as names.

Some modernizers fell into this confusion due to several reasons related to not paying attention
to the common divisors between names and titles. These reasons are as follows:

- First: Confusion between the narrator’s title and his name due to the similarity in scientific
nomenclature.

- Second: Confusion between the narrator’s title and his name because they share a descriptive
term that indicates a meaning.

— Third: The peculiarity of the title, making who hears it believe that it is a name.

The research mentioned some of the practical forms for example but -not limited to- to some
narrators’ titles that resembled the names. It only focused on mentioning the title of the narrator
and the name it resembles, showing all their ranks according to Ibn Hajar only. The benefit of

understanding this shows that failure to differentiate between these titles and names will lead to
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delude the narrators, leading to their acceptance without proper verification. Understanding this

distinction is crucial for correctly accepting or rejecting the narration later on.

Keywords: Confusion - Titles - Names - Narrators - Reasons.
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