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The Impact of Imam Shafi'i’s Statement:
“If the hadith is authentic, then it is my madhhab”
on the Shafi'i Madhhab and Its Followers
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Abstract:

This research aims to demonstrate the
strength and solidity of Islamic jurisprudence,
which is derived from the Quran and the Sunnah
of the Prophet, peace be upon him. It examines
how Shafi’i dealt with the Prophetic Sunnah.
Imam Shafi’i had a steadfast approach towards
the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace be upon him,
which greatly influenced the branches of his
madhhab and the independent reasoning of his
followers thereafter. The study shows that Imam
Shafi’i’sapproach to the Sunnah was disciplined,
revolving around the authentic hadith and mak-
ing it the ruling authority over his statements
and madhhab. It also demonstrates how this led
to adjustments in the Imam’s statements on is-
sues as long as they were contrary to the Sunnah
of the Prophet, peace be upon him. Further-
more, the study highlights the impact of Shafi’i’s
statement, may God have mercy on him, “If the
hadith is authentic, then it is my madhhab,” on
the followers of the Shafi’i madhhab in terms of

preference.

Keywords: Imam Shafi’i’s approach, au-
thentic hadith, madhhab, impact of the Sunnah

on the madhhab.
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